
Raising up the Spiritual Anzac Army - 40 Days of Preparation 

October 31, 2017 is the 100
th

 Anniversary of the Light Horse charge at Beersheba.  This was 

a significant victory for the ANZAC troops breaking 400 years of Turkish Ottoman rule in 

the Middle East, which changed the course of history. In biblical prophecy, the breakthrough 

contributed greatly to the return of the Jews to their land, and eventually led to the re-

formation of the state of Israel.   

While most people know about our losses at Gallipoli, few know of the remarkable victories 

the ANZACs won in the Middle Eastern campaign in the Sinai, Palestine and Syria.  God 

wants a spiritual army raised up that will complete the work our forefathers began and bring 

the spiritual breakthrough for the people to return to their God.  We focus for 40 days on this 

history and reflect on what it means for us to be soldiers in the army of the Lord. We will see 

how we can apply the principles in to our prayer life and daily walk with the Lord and be 

challenged to join God’s army, equipped for battle. 
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Day 1: Volunteers  

Your people will volunteer when you call up your army. Your young people will come to you 

in holy splendour like dew in the early morning. Ps 110:3 

The World War 1 recruits who joined the Light Horse troops were all volunteers.  They were 

fit, adventurous young men between the ages of 18-44 years who could ride a horse well and 

shoot straight.  They left family and friends, jobs, farms and their future to respond to a call, 

serve their country - and get a paid free trip to the other side of the world.  Before they 

departed, they had to learn discipline, warfare and hone their skills.  Most of all, they had to 

learn to work together, as their lives and their mates’ lives would depend on this. 

They thought they were headed for green England but found themselves offloaded in Egypt.   

Abraham also left his family and homeland for a distant land in response to a call to begin his 

journey with God.  He came to his destination only to have to leave again shortly after and go 

to Egypt (Gen 12:1-10).  Jesus also had to leave his home in Heaven to come to earth and as a 

baby was taken to Egypt (Phil 2:5-8, Matt 2:14-15).   

Our journey with God begins with a decision to leave our past behind, lay everything at the 

cross and follow Jesus.   

Reflection:  Have we surrendered all to Jesus?  Are we willing to go to boot camp with the 

Lord and allow Him to train us over the next 40 days? 

Prayer:  Lord I surrender myself into your hands.  Show me where I am hanging on to things 

that you want me to let go of.  Lead me into a closer relationship with you in the coming 

days.  I invite you to come and be my personal trainer to develop endurance and rid me of all 

impurities so I will reflect you more in my life.   

Action:  Find a prayer partner to whom you can be accountable and pray with for the next 40 

days.  Write down what God has called you to be and to do.  Let the Lord pinpoint one 

specific character trait, attitude or skill you need to improve to be more like Jesus.  Ask the 

Lord to help you to change.  Create an action plan to practice daily.  Keep your eyes fixed on 

Him, the author and perfecter of our faith and not on the problem (Heb 12:1-2). 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 2: Life in the Desert 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Matt 4:1 

 You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus...You therefore must 

endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles 

himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 2 

Tim 2:1,3-4 NKJV 

 

The ANZAC soldiers went from the gum-treed training grounds of Australia to the wind-

blown, sandy desert of Egypt.  They camped by the pyramids, living in tents with three others 

with little shade from the scorching 50 degree sun and blinding sandstorms.  There they 

trained for desert warfare.  This included learning to go for days on end with little water for 

horse or rider in very harsh, hot conditions. 

Jesus knew about this experience.  Following His baptism, before he could begin his 

ministry, He was led by the Spirit into the wilderness (desert) where He was tested (Matt 4:1-

11).  This involved temptation.  Once we begin to walk with God, we will no doubt also be 

tested.  If you have made a commitment to follow Jesus, the devil will try to come and entice 

you back to a comfortable, ordinary life. The training of a soldier meant learning to endure 

hardship and lay aside worldly pleasures. We are set apart for God. We must now learn to 

deny ourselves, take up our cross and follow Him wherever He leads.  These tests are to build 

our spiritual muscles, prove our character and resolution and equip us for the days ahead 

(Rom 5:1-5). The desert is the place Moses met God and where the people heard God speak.  

Learn to deal with the silence and listen for the voice of God.  The WW1 soldier had no 

phones and no internet!    We are being equipped for an extraordinary, supernatural life, 

where we will have to know and rely on God.  This is what Israel was supposed to learn in 

the desert.  Are we ready for the challenge? 

Reflection:  Do I, like the children of Israel in the desert, grumble and complain when things 

get a bit tough?  God is taking us to the next level and it will mean stretching.  Where is the 

Lord stretching me? Ask the Lord to hone your hearing and expect Him to speak. 

Prayer: Lord, teach me to praise you in the wilderness.  I choose to look to you and not my 

circumstances.  I have put my hand to the plough and I will not look back.  I determine not to 

complain but to trust your good character.  You had a land of milk and honey for Israel but 

they had to go through a desert to get there. Help me to pass this test, learn to hear your still 

small voice and become stronger for it.  May I not miss my Promised Land. 

Action: Write down and memorise some Scripture verses to stand on in times of temptation 

and difficulty.  Make a list of things to praise God for when you are tired, thirsty, lonely, 

don’t understand what is happening and can’t see any way out of the wilderness. Journal what 

God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 3: Perseverance 

Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the 

devil.
 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness 

in the heavenly places... With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and...be 

on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints. Eph 6:11-12, 18 

After the ANZACs left Gallipoli, the Turks, were no longer needed to defend their homeland, 

and were sent marching south to try to capture the Suez Canal from the British.  The first 

major battle of the Light Horse troops in the Sinai was at Romani on August 4-5, 1916. They 

were defending the southern flank of the British line and took most of the brunt of the attack.  

Outnumbered ten to one, they had to slowly retreat, but their dogged resistance wore out the 

Turks and when ANZAC reinforcements came in the morning, they reversed the tide of the 

battle.  Eventually the Turks were forced to retreat.  The British generals were amazed at how 

well the tough ‘waler’ horses and their riders had coped with the soft, sandy conditions that 

made fighting with mounted cavalry or foot soldiers very difficult.  This success turned the 

mindset of Britain from defence of the Suez, to attack.  In the days ahead the Allied forces, 

with the ANZACs at the frontline, pursued the Turks from oasis to oasis, pushing them back 

along the ancient Via Maris trade route (the Way of the Sea). 

We would all prefer not to have to fight battles, but the truth is that there is an adversary, 

Satan, who prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (I Pet 5:8).  If we do 

not resist, we are in his hands.  Our battle is now in a heavenly realm against the spiritual 

forces of darkness.  We have to resist and persevere till we get the victory. 

The first apostles were all persecuted for their faith and all bar one were martyred.  Still they 

were able to rejoice in the Lord as they looked forward to a heavenly reward (I Pet 1:3-9). 

Every day, Christians are suffering the same fate in many parts of the world.  Jesus did not 

shy away from an agonizing death to set us free and give us eternal life.  At His temptation 

He fought with the Word of God, and even in death, He did not condemn His accusers.  He 

always came in the opposite spirit and proved that love is stronger than hatred. He persevered 

to the end to overcome death with resurrection life. 

Reflection: Do we see our battles in the realm of flesh and blood, and want to blame the 

people, or do we understand that there are spiritual forces at work?  God has given us armour 

to protect ourselves which we need to learn to use – truth, righteousness, preparation of the 

gospel of peace, salvation, faith, and the Word of God (Eph 6: 10-18).  Persevering prayer is 

our greatest weapon. 

Prayer:  Dear Lord Jesus, help me to see my problems from a heavenly perspective and not to 

blame the people.  Teach me to use the weapons you have given me to resist the devil in my 

own life and in every situation around me.  May I fight lies with truth, wickedness with 

righteousness, bring the gospel of peace into every inflammatory situation, offer salvation 

where there is hopelessness, resist unbelief with faith and use the Word of God to pierce 

through the deception of the world.  Use me today Lord to bring your love, hope and joy to 

others.  Help me to persevere when the going gets tough.  (Look up the prayer of St Francis). 

Action: Put on the full armour of God today and each day (Eph 6:10-18). Find a verse of 

Scripture to encourage yourself and to use against the devil’s lies regarding the character or 

attitude you chose on Day 1.  Pray for God to give you an opportunity to help someone in a 

difficult situation and show them the love of Christ and the way of salvation. 



Day 4: Boredom 

Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming. Matt 24:42 

One of the biggest problems the army generals had to deal with was keeping the troops 

occupied when nothing was happening. In Cairo, many of the soldiers ran off to the brothels 

as soon as they got some leave.  Some were sent home in shame after contracting sexually 

transmitted diseases.  Some of the chaplains began to organise clubs and other alternate 

activities to entertain the young men.  Being stuck in the desert, or on the muddy hills of 

Judea, or the breezeless Jordan Valley, sleeping under the stars or in tents with no action 

happening was not fun.  Soldiers have told me war is 90% boredom and 10% hell.   

How do we cope with times when nothing seems to be happening?  Do we wander off into 

some side alley whilst waiting for more exciting things to happen? Are we like the Israelites 

in the desert who built an idol and had a party?  Jesus warned us to stay alert.  We must 

remember that the master of the house may return at any time (Mk 13:35).  Peter said, Your 

adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour (I Pet 

5:8).  We need to develop the fruit of patience in our lives (Gal 5:22-23) and learn to only 

move when the ark moves (Num 9:15-23), not run ahead in presumption or eagerness, which 

can be disastrous. God’s timing is not our timing and His ways are not our ways (Is 55:8).  

He is not in a hurry and we have to trust that He knows best.   

On the battle front, the commanders went to a high point with binoculars to survey the scene 

and direct the battle.  The individual soldiers did not have this perspective and had to follow 

the orders and trust their leaders.  Not all the leaders’ decisions were good and many mistakes 

were made that cost thousands of lives.  However, our Heavenly Father is perfect and He will 

not give us a snake when we ask for bread (Matt 7:9-11).  He promises to direct our paths 

Prov 3:5-6). 

Reflection: If our Lord came today, would He find me about His business or am I being 

distracted by the cares of the world, the demands of others on my time, the desires of the 

flesh or even the busyness of ministry?  Have I got bored, side-tracked or disheartened 

because I don’t see immediate results?  Being a soldier means hanging in there through the 

wilderness and getting to know the One who made the stars. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, please help me to develop my relationship with you in the desert and not 

turn away to the right or to the left.  Teach me patience and keep me alert and on track, 

expecting Your coming and working for Your Kingdom purposes.  I ask You to give me 

Your power that I may be Your witness today.   

Action: Ask the Lord who He would have you minister to today and look for opportunities to 

share the gospel with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 5: Pushing back the enemy 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 

abundantly. John 10:10 

After the battle of Romani, the soldiers did not sit down in satisfaction and revel in glory.  

They kept pushing the enemy back for another week until exhaustion sapped their strength 

and their supply chain could not support them anymore.   

If we are not aware and engaged in pushing back the darkness it is probably creeping 

unnoticed into our camp and capturing us and the minds of our children.  We gradually begin 

to accept the new norm and believe the lies of the devil. Compromise is accommodated and 

we lose our zeal for the Lord and prefer to receive acceptance and the applause of men rather 

than the praise of God.  Our defences fall and shortly our hearts and our city will be captured.  

Secular humanism is the religion of western society.  This philosophy not only denies God 

but has captured a generation of young people to dismiss the Bible as myth.  The results of 

this worldview are becoming more and more obvious – youth suicide, depression, 

hopelessness, family breakup, sexual confusion, the rise of sexually transmitted diseases etc. 

God gave us moral boundaries and societal laws – not only personal redemption, but also a 

constitution for a nation to prosper.  When we accept His Word as truth, not just good 

teachings, and align our lives with this, we will walk in blessing.  These are the laws of the 

Kingdom of God.  Obedience is not optional, it is essential.  

We also have to occupy the land that we have captured.  For this, we need not only revival, 

but reformation.  We are told to disciple nations (Matt 28:19) not just bring individuals to 

salvation.  Because of our individualist view of life, Christianity has failed to occupy the 

mountains of society – such as government, justice, education, sport, the arts, commerce, 

media etc.  Satan has taken up residence and become the head, with the church as the tail 

bowing down to his demands.  This is not God’s will (Deut 28:13).  He wants us to reign with 

Him on earth, not just in Heaven.  Humanism has put a wedge between the spirit, soul and 

body, which does not exist in Hebrew, Biblical thinking, segregated the church to Sunday and 

pushed Christianity out of our schools and society.  God needs an army to fight back and 

reclaim His rightful territory.  He is King of the nations (Jer 10:6-7). 

We must study the Word of God, keep His commands, learn to be God’s ambassadors in our 

families and work places and teach it to our nation with wisdom and love.  We are the 

gatekeepers for the nation and we have to battle for righteousness.  God does not tolerate 

immorality, licentiousness, greed, pride, dishonesty or homosexuality.  Neither can we. Such 

sins destroy individuals, families, communities and nations. Sin leads to death and causes 

empires to crumble from the inside.  

Jesus died to redeem us from sin and sent us the Holy Spirit to give us the power to overcome 

the darkness and live in the light.  God’s soldiers will be made holy in His image. 

Reflection: Read and meditate on the 10 commandments in Exodus 20 and the Sermon on the 

Mount (Matthew 5-7).  Allow God to wash us clean and renew our minds. 

Prayer: Ps 51.  Lord, forgive me for thinking I know better than you. Sow the seed of your 

Word into my life. Ps 119.  

Action:  Where do I need to speak truth and bring light into the darkness around me? Seek 

God’s wisdom, ways and timing to do this.  Truth sets people free (Jn 8:31-32).   



Day 6: Night rides – all night prayer 

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus. I Thess 5:16-18 

While most of the troops slept, there were always a few sections of horsemen out on night 

patrol keeping an eye on any troop movements.  In the desert, horses kicked up a lot of dust 

and dust clouds were a dead giveaway as to where the army was.  Therefore most troop 

movements happened at night under the cover of darkness to evade enemy surveillance.  In 

some cases, this involved several nights without sleep. 

Biblical cities had night watchmen who made sure the people were kept secure.  The temple 

also had Levitical watchmen who guarded the storehouses and treasuries from plunder.  

These worked in shifts and were on duty for a few weeks per year (I Chron 16 and 23).     

Satan works 24/7 but are we guarding our cities 24/7?  To our shame, in most churches, the 

prayer meeting is the least attended activity for the week.  Prayer is relegated to the elderly, 

mostly women, who have the time to pray.  It is not considered the engine room of all that 

happens in the church.  We ask God to guide and bless our activities but rarely give Him the 

time to plant, germinate and grow His plans within us.  We have not seen prayer as the 

foundation for all spiritual activity and the birthplace of all that will remain.  We need our 

lives to become an altar to God and prayer to be a way of life, not an extra-curricula activity.   

The church has lost its voice in society because we have not taken on the responsibility for 

our community.  We need 24/7 prayer houses to pray for our cities, our governments, our 

judges, our teachers, our community leaders, our pastors, our families, our doctors, our 

evangelists, our young people and the list goes on. We need to learn apostolic prayer, 

prophetic prayer, watchmen prayer, intercession, prayer evangelism and much more.  The 

main type of prayer in our churches is currently pastoral prayer, which seeks God for the 

needs of the people. We must learn to pray in deeper and more intimate ways.  Prayer is the 

umbilical cord from heaven to earth.  May God lead us into a new place of connecting with 

Him. 

Most witchcraft happens at night. Are we aware and protected against this realm? Are we 

prepared to stand in the gap and do night prayer watches over our communities?  24/7 prayer 

houses are spreading like wildfire throughout the world – except in the West, where we are 

too complacent and self-reliant to realize our need for this and oblivious to the power that this 

would unleash to change our nation.  Satan likes it that way.  God wants a new army of 

watchmen and worshippers who will sacrifice time and sleep to join with Him to change the 

spiritual atmosphere over our lives and our cities. 

Reflection:  How does God want to lead me into new forms of prayer and intercession? 

Prayer:  Abba Father, please forgive me for spending so little time in your presence.  Teach 

me how to be the temple of your Holy Spirit where worship rises to you continually. 

Action: Set aside extra time to spend with God to allow Him to speak to you and lead you in 

deeper prayer. 

  

 



Day 7: Oases 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone 

is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. Jn 7:37 

From ancient times, the old trade routes that cross the continents had to have watering places 

for man and beast.  The Via Maris, the Way of the Sea that went through the Sinai, was well-

known even in Abraham’s time.  Moses was told not to lead the exodus via this route, but to 

travel further inland by the way of the wilderness (Ex 13:17-18).  In the Sinai desert the 

troops did follow the Via Maris and moved from oasis to oasis or well to well.  But as there 

were such large numbers of soldiers and horses, the natural sources could not sustain them.  

The troops could only proceed as fast as the supply lines for carrying water and equipment 

could be built.  A railway line and a water pipe were constructed by the British all the way 

through the desert from the Nile to Gaza. 

There is an important spiritual lesson here. Especially when we are in a time of spiritual 

battle or in a wilderness situation, we need to find waterholes.  Take time out and seek out 

places of refreshment.  In these times, we need to create opportunities to come aside and 

drink deeply of the pure, living water that the Lord promises us.  This is the spiritual principle 

of the Sabbath rest.  We neglect it to our detriment. We also need to build supply lines so we 

do not perish in the desert. 

This living water is in the presence of the Lord.  When we are overwhelmed, or the task 

seems much too big, or the situation impossible or the enemies’ attacks are crushing, the 

answer is not in escaping, giving up or running to the chemist to get some pills.  The Lord is 

saying, Come to me all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest (Matt 11:28).  

Our feelings of not coping are simply a sign that we need to press into Him at a deeper level.  

Give God the time to reveal Himself to you in a new way.  He is Yahweh – I am that I am.  

He is all our sufficiency and all we need.   

Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do 

not know.’ Jer 33:3 

He can make water come from the rock (Ex 17, Neh 9:1) or show you a well in the desert 

(Gen 21:7-19).  It is good at these times to look back at how the Lord has led you and 

provided in the past. 

John chapter 4 describes a woman who had made a mess of her life or perhaps been the 

victim of much abuse because she could not bear children.  Either way, Jesus met her and 

promised her living water and a new beginning.  She took it, came out of her victim 

mentality, maybe not physically, but her testimony changed the lives of many.  Our tests can 

become testimonies if we come and drink of the living water. 

Reflection: Take time to worship the Lord and read large sections of Scripture.  Ask the Holy 

Spirit to guide you and speak to you. 

Prayer: Father God, make me a true worshipper who worships you in spirit and in truth.  Give 

me this water that is springing up to eternal life and make me a conduit of living water to 

others around me. 

Action: Identify where the oases are where I can find water in the dry places.   

 



Day 8: Mateship 

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. Prov 17:17 

Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. John 15:13 

Patrick Lindsay in The Spirit of the Digger, describes mateship as something that goes 

beyond comradeship - a mutual respect that binds men for life.  It - 

enables them to either embrace or overlook their mates’ foibles and draws on a 

seemingly limitless depth of commitment to each other.  It helps to form teams with 

combined strengths far exceeding the sum of those of the members (P 16-17).
 
 

There is a rule in the army that you never leave the wounded behind.  In warfare, your life 

depends on your mate and his on you.  Trust and reliability are fundamental to this 

relationship. The central commemorative stone in the Shrine of Remembrance in Melbourne 

quotes Jesus, Greater love has no man and on 11/11 at 11am a beam of sunlight streams on to 

the word ‘Love’.  Love is not appeasement.  Love is grounded in righteousness and holds 

holiness and the eternal, long-term interest of the other above short-term happiness.  Love is 

demonstrated in action not just words.  It is willing to put the other’s interests above our own 

and pour out our lives for another. Mates stand with one another under all circumstances.  

These deep friendships are forged in battle and last a lifetime.  They are an ANZAC 

characteristic in the physical army and the spiritual army. 

Jesus is the ultimate example of love.  He demonstrated this by laying down His life in an 

agonizing death on the cross for our sin, when He was sinless.  He is our kinsman redeemer, 

who paid the price that we might go free.  As a voluntary bond-slave in His Kingdom army, 

we are now obliged to do the same for our brothers and sisters in Christ, and even the lost of 

the world, as did our Master. 

Reflection: Am I willing to lay my life down for those who do not value me? Or for those in 

my church with whom I do not agree or who aggravate me? 

Prayer:  Oh God, I cannot love You or others unconditionally unless You do a work in my 

heart and give me this agape love.  Show me who I need to become a mate to today. 

Action:  Take a first step and do some act of kindness to the person/s whom God has shown 

you need to experience His love through you.  It may be to write an encouragement card, say 

thank you or give a compliment to someone, ask forgiveness for some grudge, take flowers to 

a sick person or some greater act of service.  Allow Him to guide you and teach you about 

mateship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 9: Pushing the limits – the battle of Maghdaba 

Do not cast me away when I am old; do not forsake me when my strength is gone. 
10 

For my 

enemies speak against me; those who wait to kill me conspire together. 
11 

They say, “God has 

forsaken him; pursue him and seize him, for no one will rescue him.” 
12 

Do not be far from 

me, my God;  come quickly, God, to help me...
 14 

As for me, I will always have hope; I will 

praise you more and more. Ps 71:9-12,14 

4 
For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He lives because of the power of God. 

For we also are weak in Him, yet we will live with Him because of the power of God directed 

toward you. 2 Cor 13:4 

After two sleepless nights of travel the troops arrived at their destination – El Arish – only to 

be told they were to travel the next night to Maghdaba.  El Arish had been abandoned and the 

Turks had fled into the desert.  Any delay would have lost the element of a surprise attack on 

the stronghold where they had taken up temporary residence and the advantage would have 

been lost.  The weary troops arrived at Maghdaba at dawn and had a hard-fought battle all 

day, which they almost lost but eventually won due to their perseverance.  The Aussies and 

Kiwis worked together to bring the breakthrough. 

David spent many years of his life living in the wilderness fleeing from Saul.  He learnt that 

God was his refuge and his strength.  His hope was in Him and he had to cry out to Him on 

many occasions for his literal survival.   He developed trust and looked to the victory and 

testimony of praise that would come from it.  Jesus also cried out to God in the Garden of 

Gethsemane as He faced His greatest trial which He knew He could not fulfil in His own 

strength. God sent an angel to strengthen Him (Lk 22:43) 

Sometimes we feel we cannot go on.  That is the time we need to cry out for God’s strength.  

When we are yoked to Jesus, He takes the bulk of the load and we simply need to walk in 

step with Him.  Our challenge is to allow Him to do what we cannot do in our own strength.   

Reflection: Have I learnt to trust God in situations that are beyond my control and beyond my 

capacity?  Do I really know that there is a well from which I can draw that can give me 

strength when I am too weak to go on?  Meditate on 2 Cor 12:9-10 

Prayer: Lord, please teach me to be content in weakness and in difficulties so that your 

strength may be seen in my weakness.  May I only boast in You and not in my own fleshly 

abilities. 

Action: Identify at least one area where God is asking you to step out in faith beyond your 

comfort zone.  Act on this and do not let procrastination rob you of seeing what God can do 

when you obey.   

 

 

 

 

 



Day 10: Disappointment and exhaustion  

The Lord has promised that he will not leave us or desert us. (Heb 13:5 CEV) 

Having won the battle at Maghdaba, they found that there was insufficient water for the 

horses and they had to return to El Arish on a fourth night of trekking!  Many were falling 

asleep in the saddle and some were hallucinating.  It was sheer exhaustion physically but also 

mentally and emotionally after the battle.  They had the exhilaration of routing the enemy but 

what had they gained?  Nevertheless, there was nothing else possible, so they plodded back to 

base.  A lone horse would not have made it but together they did.  We must stand with one 

another in battle. 

Elijah had a similar experience.  He had won a great battle over the enemies of God in the 

confrontation on Mt Carmel but now Jezebel was after him and he was fleeing for his life.  

He felt alone and fell into despondency very quickly.  God showed him that there were 7,000 

who had not bowed the knee to Baal. 

The Hebrew people had been delivered from slavery in Egypt but as soon as they could not 

find water and when their food ran out, they began pining for what they had left behind 

instead of looking for the miracle, trusting that the God who had called them out would be 

faithful to provide for them.  If one had turned back, they would have died in the desert. 

The disciples had not believed Jesus’ word that He would suffer and die but be raised from 

the dead.  They had no mental framework to conceive of the plans of God.  Those on the road 

to Emmaus expressed their disappointment.  They had hoped that Jesus would redeem Israel 

from Roman oppression but He had been killed (Lk 24:21).  They were dejected and despite 

the accounts of witnesses that He had been seen alive, they still could not believe. 

God sometimes blesses us with mountain-top experiences but what happens when we come 

back down into the valley?  Do we have false expectations of living up there and begin to 

complain when we have to walk by faith?  Satan will come to try to steal our joy especially at 

times when we are exhausted. Will we allow him to do so or will we stand strong on the 

Word of promise? 

 For thus the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, has said, “In repentance and rest you will be 

saved.  In quietness and trust is your strength.” But you were not willing, 
16 

And you said, 

“No, for we will flee on horses...” Isaiah 30: 15-16 

Reflection:  How do I handle disappointment?  Do I flee or do I trust?   

Prayer: Dear Lord, I confess that so often when I am tired and disappointed, I grumble and 

flee or stumble along instead of coming to a place of rest and trust in You.  Please forgive 

me, and strengthen my faith to know that You are in control. You promised to never leave me 

nor or desert me (Heb 13:5) and I will trust your word. 

Action: Where am I disappointed with God?  Ask Him to minister to those deep places and 

bring me to a new level of faith in Him.  

 

 

 



Day 11: Suffering defeat – the battles of Gaza 

These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have 

tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world. John 16:33 

The Allied troops had been successful through many battles right through the Sinai, mainly 

due to the tough ANZAC horses and men who had handled the forbidding desert conditions 

with admirable courage and strength.  What lay between them and the ancient ‘Promised 

Land’ now was the city of Gaza.  At the northern end of the desert this ancient border and 

fortress city had seen numerous previous battles and changed hands many times in history.  

Now that the soft desert sands were turning to solid ground, the British forces took more of a 

lead.  The ANZACs took advantage of the early morning fog to press in to Gaza on March 

26, 1917, around the western flank and fought hand-to-hand to take the wells and the city.  

By the end of the day they received unbelievable orders to retreat!  General Murray had 

received information of back-up troops arriving to support the Turks.  This turned out only to 

be partly true.  However, the troops withdrew and the capture of Gaza failed both in March 

and in April in 1917.  All the hard work of the ANZACs was in vain.  Thousands of men had 

been incapacitated to no avail. 

How do we handle defeat?  Do we give up or try to find out what went wrong?  The only 

failure is not learning from our mistakes.  A breakthrough in medicine or science rarely 

comes without many years of trial and error to find out what works and what does not. If we 

stop just because we failed once, we will not learn to walk.  Every toddler falls many times 

before gaining the balance and strength necessary to stay upright.  Falls and failures leave 

physical and emotional bruises and scars but we can’t let that stop us from getting up and 

trying again.  It is, however, wise to find out what went wrong, so we can adjust our efforts to 

be more successful next time.   

King David got himself into trouble when he remained in Jerusalem when his troops went out 

to war (2 Sam 11).  Instead of leading the troops, he was living in luxury when his eyes 

strayed to Bathsheba.  He compounded his sin of adultery by murdering her husband and in 

the process lost his own son.  When confronted by the prophet Nathan (2 Sam 12), he 

repented (Ps 51) and is remembered as a man with a heart after God.  When he used the 

wrong method to bring the ark of God into Jerusalem, causing the death of Uzza, he sought 

the Lord, found the reason and then using God’s appointed strategies, he brought God’s 

presence into the city. 

We also make many mistakes but must not be defeated by them.  We need to know that God 

wants us to succeed and He has defeated Satan with His death and resurrection.  It takes 

courage to acknowledge our sin and our mistakes.  Confession is where this process begins.  

We must agree with God’s assessment of the situation, then turn from our wicked ways and 

walk in righteousness.  He will guide us and show us the way in which we should walk. 

Reflection:  Where have I failed?  Why?  

Prayer: Dear Jesus, I am so thankful that defeat is not the end of the story.  You are victorious 

and I can overcome sin and evil in myself and in the world around me because You have the 

keys of death and hell and You sit victoriously at the right hand of the Father in Heaven. We 

are overcomers with You.  Show me the way to victory in the situations I have brought before 

You today. 

Action: Obey whatever the Lord has shown you to do. 



Day 12: Learning from defeat – new leader, new ideas 

I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. Jn 10:1 

The battle at Gaza was lost because General Murray was not on the frontline and therefore 

made poor decisions.  The leader was back in Cairo trying to direct the battle from a place of 

comfort. This never works.  The shepherd must always lead from the front and the sheep will 

follow.  The shepherd does not drive the sheep from the rear.    

The British army heads consulted and reflected on why they had lost.  A new approach was 

needed and General Allenby was taken from the Western Front and appointed to replace 

Murray as commander of the Middle Eastern campaign.  His first action was to move his 

headquarters near to the front line.  He was more consultative, led from the front and was 

seen by his troops.  The troops immediately appreciated this change of attitude. These are 

good leadership principles for us. 

Jesus said the way of the Gentile kings was to lord it over their people but His method of 

leadership was one of servanthood (Lk 22:24-26).  At His last Passover meal, He washed His 

disciples’ grubby, smelly feet as an example and told them to do likewise (Jn 13:14-15).  As 

the good shepherd, He sacrificed His own life so that He may bring life to us (Jn 10:11).  He 

never led by force but always used His authority for good purposes not evil.  He gave us 

authority over the demonic realm not over people (Lk 9:1), to heal and not to subjugate, to 

disciple and not lead astray.  Paul tells us that God gives authority for building up not 

destroying people (2 Cor 10:8).   

Reflection: Think of leaders you respect.  What are the qualities that you admire in their 

leadership style? Do you exhibit these characteristics in your own leadership? 

Prayer: Dear Lord, You gave us authority over demons and we have failed to use this power 

but rather have been afraid of the demonic realm or even denied its existence.  Please help me 

to understand this better and to use the authority you have given me to bring your Kingdom 

on earth as it in Heaven.  Your church exists so that “the manifold wisdom of God should be 

made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms” (Eph 3:10).  Help me be 

your instrument to bring this to pass. 

Action: Use your authority now to pray for someone who is tormented by demonic activity in 

their life.  Cover yourself in the blood of Christ first and make sure the enemy has no 

foothold to come and attack you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 13: The importance of strategy  

Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and 

consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him 

with twenty thousand? Luke 14:31 

In most of the battles the Light Horse were involved, they were outnumbered – often grossly 

outnumbered.  Force did not necessarily win the battle.  Gen Harry Chauvel, in charge of the 

Light Horse troops, was not someone who would go to battle at whatever cost, he carefully 

calculated the capacity of his men and horses, and that of the enemy.  We need more leaders 

like this.  Strategies were carefully worked out and well-prepared before action was taken – 

and sometimes leaders had to be flexible enough to change the strategy according to the 

situation on the ground and even withdraw, if things turned against them, to avoid further 

losses.  Strategy and preparation are two keys often lost by those who just want to ‘follow the 

Spirit’.  Certainly, strategies need to be birthed from our relationship with God and prayer.  

However, many casualties occur because we do not do sufficient planning and preparation 

before a battle.  We always see in Scripture that when leaders prayed and asked the Lord 

before a battle, He always guided and gave clear instructions – even though many of those 

were very unconventional battle plans!!  Absolute obedience was then the key to many an 

astounding victory.   

What are God’s strategies that will give us the victory?  We face individual battles, problems 

in our homes and work places, and national battles against forces that want to destroy God’s 

authority.  We must learn to fight but God’s ways are not our ways. Our battle is not against 

flesh and blood but against rulers, principalities and powers in heavenly places.  We must 

come in the opposite spirit to the spirit of the world.  We should not be fighting out of 

revenge or hatred, hurt or bitterness but using our shields of faith, our helmets of salvation, 

the sword of the Word of God, and all the armour God has given us.  He must deal with the 

bad attitudes in us so He can use us as clean vessels.  We also have to know and recognise the 

enemy’s tactics.  At the same time, we do not need to be focused on Satan, but know that the 

battle is the Lord’s.   

God’s strategy is always to bring us closer to him first and take the log out of our own eye, so 

we can see clearly to fight the enemy (Matt 7:5).    In large battles, we cannot fight on our 

own, but need to be moving as an army together. Our country faces forces that would destroy 

the foundations of democracy, the fabric of the family unit, the institution of marriage, attack 

the minds of the children, and deny the existence of God.  We need God’s strategies to deal 

with these huge forces coming against our nation. 

Reflection: What are God’s strategies to heal our nation? II Chron 7:14 

Prayer: Draw me closer to You Lord and let me humble myself, seek Your face, pray and 

turn from my wicked ways so You can use me to bring healing in every situation I find 

myself in. 

Action: Ask God for strategies of healing and act on what He shows you.  We must be part of 

the answer not part of the problem. 

 

 

 



Day 14: Preparation of the wells 

 
Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the 

Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father 

had given them. Gen 26:18 

As in Genesis, in WW1 the enemy retreating from the Sinai had destroyed and filled in the 

wells. When the military generals had decided on the strategy to hike through the desert to 

get to Beersheba and attack the eastern end of the line, they had to do several months of 

preparatory work to gain as much water as possible on the dry route.  It was now summer and 

there is generally no rain in Israel from May to October, so every drop was vital.  Scouts and 

engineers went ahead to clean out the ancient wells and make them usable.  Every potential 

water source was marked on maps and given to the troop leaders.  They were rated according 

to their capacity and quality of water eg suitable for horses or humans and how many they 

could supply.   

The horses and humans were gradually made to rely on less and less water so their bodies 

were trained to not crave so much.  The dust in the desert at the end of the dry season did not 

make this easy and the dust storms whipped up by winds could be choking.  Each person was 

only given three days’ supply of food and water.  Waler horses can, and often did, go for 

three days without water but then need vast amounts, which was only available at Beersheba, 

which was marked as having an unlimited supply.  

Before taking on a difficult battle we must do our homework and prepare the route and the 

people for the task.  Don’t just run into battle.  Seek God for each step of the path and make 

sure the plan is God-breathed. 

There are spiritual deposits (revivals and prophetic promises) in the history of our nation.  Do 

you know what they are?  Some of our early leaders left a legacy of prayer.  Many of our 

early explorers were Christians.  God has moved amazingly amongst our Aborigines and 

Torres Strait Islanders at times.  At the turn of last century, thousands of men packed the 

exhibition building in Melbourne crying out to God to send revival – and God heard their 

prayer.  There is a large collection of resources at the Christian History website -  

http://www.chr.org.au 

Reflection: What are the ancient wells of life-giving spiritual water God would have us re-dig 

and draw from today? 

Prayer:  Your Spirit has moved across this land through towns, communities (aboriginal, the 

islands and non-aboriginal).  We are called the southlands of the Holy Spirit, and we need to 

see another move of your Spirit amongst us now.  ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by My 

Spirit’ says the Lord. (Zech 4:6).  Come Lord and blow on us. 

Action: Familiarize yourself with the spiritual revivals and Christian history in Australia and 

tell others about these.  We are generally not taught about this.  It will inspire you.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.chr.org.au/


Day 15: Diversion tactics – keeping plans silent 

But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do 

not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout! Josh 6:10 

Obeying God means not only knowing what He wants to do but also knowing how it is to be 

done and when and with whom.  We often get the what, and then run off and try to do it by 

our own means and in our own way, instead of waiting for Him to give the details.  If we do 

not wait on the Holy Spirit’s guidance and power, we will surely end up wearing ourselves 

out and will most likely not succeed anyway.   

There are times also when we need to hold our tongues so as to keep God’s plans under the 

enemy radar.  Exposing strategies could alert the enemy and cause him to thwart God’s 

victory.  We need wisdom and care especially before and also after carrying out spiritual 

assignments.  

After two failures to capture Gaza in WW1, Britain went to great pains to make the Turks 

believe that the next attack would also take place at Gaza.  They dropped a letter saying how 

impossible it would be to attack Beersheba due to the lack of water on the way, and 

extensively bombed Gaza from the sea to divert attention to the western flank and away from 

their impending attack on the eastern flank at Beersheba.   

There is a time to keep God’s plans undercover until the appropriate time to reveal them.  

This calls for wisdom. 

Reflection: What are God’s strategies to win this nation back to the Lord? How are we to 

play our part in God’s global plans which will go forth from Jerusalem? 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, please save us from the sin of presumption and running ahead of You.  

Teach us patience to wait not only for Your strategies but also for Your timing so we can win 

the victory in Your name.  

Action: Act on what God has shown you in the time of reflection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 16: Obedience 

 
You are My friends if you do what I command you. John 15:14 

In the army, learning to obey commands is not only essential; it can literally be the difference 

between life and death.  A lone ranger who cannot work with others and does his or her own 

thing will not last long in the army.  When you enlist, you agree to follow your commander’s 

instructions – even if they are bad decisions.  This happened many times at Gallipoli and also 

at Gaza.  Many lives were lost as a consequence of bad decisions.  Part of the training is to 

knock the independence out of the recruits and gain trust in the leaders. Thankfully, in World 

War 1, Australia and New Zealand produced some excellent generals in Sir John Monash, Sir 

Harry Chauvel and Sir Edward Chaytor. 

At Mt Sinai, God gave Israel the constitution for the nation.  He gave them 10 

commandments, not 10 ideals or 10 options.  He said if they obeyed His commandments, it 

would go well with them and they would be blessed.  If they did not, they would suffer the 

consequences of the curse (Deut ch 27-28).  Failure to obey is called rebellion and sin.   

Jesus glorified the Father by accomplishing all that God had given Him to do (Jn 17:4).  This 

is not just a mental assent but carried out in practical works. Jesus won the right to be the 

eternal Saviour through His obedience:   

Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered
 
and having 

been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation 

(Heb 5:8-9).  

Obedience must be learnt and we learn it not in the easy times but through the times of 

suffering, as Jesus did. 
 
We love to avoid this discipline but it is essential if we are to become 

part of God’s army.  It is not knowing what is right that shows our commitment as disciples, 

but doing it. 

 
If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them (Jn 13:17). 

Jesus did not walk in independence but in perfect relationship with the heavenly Father,  

Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 

nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father 

does, these things the Son also does in like manner (John 5:19). 

God has to break our pride, rebellion and our love of independence to make us into an army.  

We must learn to hear His voice and obey immediately.  We also need to obey our parents 

and those in authority in our community as part of this training.  We always think we know 

best but that is part of what we need to submit to the Lord.  It is not just the act itself but also 

doing it with the right attitude that is important to God.  How do we measure up? 

Reflection: Where have I been rebelling against God or my leaders in action or in attitude? 

Prayer:  Father forgive me for my disobedience, neglect, rebellion, pride, resentment, 

procrastination, busyness and all the other things that get in the way of living a holy life in 

relationship with You.  Please send Your Holy Spirit to cleanse me and teach me to walk in 

obedience and submission to Your will.  Not my will but Yours be done in me, O Lord.  I 

love You and I want to get closer to You and be a faithful soldier whom You can trust. 

Action: Do whatever God has put His finger on today without hesitation. 



Day 17: Team work 

12 
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. I Cor 12:12 

Men and horses had to learn to work in teams.  The Light Horse normally went to battle in  

sections of four or multiples thereof.  One of the four would take the horses and the other 

three would then go to fight on foot.  The horses were kept close enough for a speedy retreat, 

should that be necessary.   

In the West, we live in a society where individualism is an accolade and has become an idol – 

and we like it that way.  Asian cultures, for example, are much better in connecting to 

community.  In Australia, it is more and more becoming an asset and honourable to be seen 

as a victim and one can now be found guilty because another party was offended at some 

remark you made, regardless of what your intention was.  The religious aristocracy of Jesus’ 

day was offended by Jesus’ teachings too (Matt 15:11-12) – so offended that they had him 

crucified.  Those who do not want to hear truth or repent will always try to persecute those 

who speak truth and call sin an offense to God.  But the gospel calls for repentance and 

turning from sin in order to breathe life into the spirit of fallen humanity. 

A victim mindset will not find a way to solve problems because the identity is found in 

remaining a victim which brings attention to someone who is reveling in self-pity.  However, 

it binds people into Satan’s web because it will take no responsibility for its own actions and 

always blames the other party.  God wants us to forgive and be set free to change. 

Paul uses analogies to describe his disciples on earth – a body with many parts working 

together and a temple with different stones lain together.  In the physical army, not all are 

foot soldiers.  Some are engaged in cooking, some as engineers, some built the weapons and 

some are in intelligence.  In the spiritual army also, there are many different branches and 

giftings.  There are spiritual mappers who seek out why things are like they are, warriors who 

intercede for hours, those who care for and pray for the wounded and those who equip the 

battle through finance or support ministries.  The important thing is that we recognize the 

different gifts and callings and work together to win the battle.   

We need to not see ourselves as victims and the situation as impossible.  It was said of 

Beersheba that the soldiers did not know it was impossible, they just followed orders – and 

the impossible became possible because of the courage, good planning and preparation, astute 

leadership on the part of Chauvel, and discipline and focus of the troops.  They moved 

forward in lines, knee to knee and won the breakthrough. We must be the agents for change 

and not allow the enemy to make us believe he is cannot be overthrown. 

 Reflection: What is my part in God’s army?  Am I using my gifts as part of the body?  

Where is Satan trying to deceive me that the situation cannot change?  What must I do to alter 

the situation? 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, help me always to take responsibility for my own actions and be quick to 

forgive.  I bring my hurts to You and lay down my defences to allow You to touch and heal 

the battle scars.  Help me rise up and take my place in Your army in the capacity You have 

chosen for me to bring Your Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.  

Action: Pray with your prayer partner to encourage each other and endorse each other’s gifts. 

  



Day 18: Patience 

4 
Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, 

5 
does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into 

account a wrong suffered, 
6 

does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; 
7 

bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. I Cor 13:4-7 

Love and patience were tested in the toughest of conditions on the battlefield where nerves 

were jarred with constant noise, little sleep or shelter, boring food and often atrocious 

weather to contend with.  Not to mention death and destruction all around and the enemy 

snipers constantly lurking to take every opportunity to kill if you were not watching.  Still the 

men were always willing to share any prize they might have gained (such as dates or bread) 

with their fellow soldiers or even the Turkish captives if they were in bad condition. Before 

the Beersheba attack, the troops had to wait for six months for the right opportunity and for 

preparations to be completed before they could proceed. 

Today we live in a very different world – one dominated by materialism, lust and selfishness.  

Sacrifice and patience are rarely in our vocabulary.  The computer is slow if it takes 15 

seconds to come up with the page we want and of course we cannot save up money to pay for 

what we want to buy, we have to have it now and put it on the credit card to pay for later.  

Jesus’ values were quite contrary and He walked perfectly in step with His Father’s time. We 

need to learn to develop the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. Gal 5:22-23 

Many of these require the discipline of patient cultivating and time spent with God.  He uses 

other people and situations to test us and gently prunes off the dead branches so we can be 

productive.  We choose our friends, but we do not choose our family.  In God’s family, He 

often puts people of other character types with us to knock off our sharp edges. Focus on the 

good in others and encourage them with an uplifting word, not criticism.  Look at how God 

wants you to change instead of asking Him to change the other person that is irritating you.  

I...implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 
2 

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love, 
3 

being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Eph 4:1-3 

Reflection:  Where do I need to develop more patience? 

Prayer:  Creator God, you created time and set the sun, moon and stars in their places to give 

us night and day and the seasons.  You are not in a hurry and have all in your control.  Help 

me to be patient with You and with other people and to just do the things that You have 

shown me for this day.  Your daily bread is sufficient for me for this day and I thank You for 

it.  

Action:  Or rather inaction for today.  Wait on God and listen to what He may say in the quiet 

place.  

 

 

 



Day 19: Know your task in the bigger picture 

12 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, 

against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places. Eph 6:12 

At the battle of Beersheba, not everyone was involved all day.  The British machine guns had 

a job to do to take out the big guns protecting the city and they successfully did this, suffering 

almost 1,000 casualties in the process. Then it was the task of the New Zealand troops to take 

the heavily-fortified hill overlooking the plain at Tel el Saba.  This was no easy assignment 

either and some Australian reinforcements were sent to assist in the end.  These contributions 

are often overlooked as Aussies get carried away with the romance of the victorious charge 

and the breakthrough, where we suffered very few casualties in comparison to the enormity 

of the task.   

Within the bigger picture of winning any battle, it is important to know from the Lord what 

our part is and to accomplish that and nothing more or less.  There are rulers (eg rulers over 

an area known for drugs or prostitution), powers (eg communism), world forces (eg secular 

humanism, Islam) and heavenly forces of wickedness (eg power such as the anti-Christ will 

wield).  These imply levels of government of spiritual darkness over lands, kingdoms, world 

dominions and heavenly dominions.  We cannot take on moving mountains or demolishing 

Satan’s strongholds on our own.  There are levels of spiritual authority and God will not give 

us a task that we cannot complete with His help.  However, great damage can be done and 

many spiritual casualties can occur if we go beyond our jurisdiction and step out into areas 

that we are not equipped or commissioned for.  Paul taught us in Ephesians 6 to put on the 

armour of God against such forces. 

Our physical forces were part of Allied troops which worked together.  Each division had its 

own strengths and weaknesses.  Britain had good machine gun squadrons, the Australians 

were excellent in attacking, and in desert warfare and the Kiwis were said to be good in 

defence.   

Likewise in the spiritual realm we need to know where God wants to use us and what His 

boundaries are for us.  In large battles on a national level, such as we are now being forced to 

enter whether we like it or not, some will be fighting in the secret prayer chamber while 

others are intelligence gathering and others are foot soldiers or commanders on the front-line.  

The important thing is that we all work together to achieve a successful outcome under the 

commander-in-chief’s order.   

Reflection: Am I working with others in the vast army in a national sense or just pretending 

that the big battles will go away?  What role does God have for me? 

Prayer: Lord, forgive me if I have been hiding my head in the sand.  Give me a bigger vision 

and lead me into a greater level of prayer for our nation and the nations.   

Action: If this is a new concept for you, do some research into praying for nations.  There are 

many good books available on breaking strongholds over nations.   

 

 

 



Day 20: Cutting off the enemy’s supply 

24 
“When the unclean spirit goes out of a man, it passes through waterless places seeking 

rest, and not finding any, it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 
25 

And when 

it comes, it finds it swept and put in order. 
26 

Then it goes and takes along seven other spirits 

more evil than itself, and they go in and live there; and the last state of that man becomes 

worse than the first.” Lk 11:24-26 

While the British were pounding the trenches in the morning of October 31, some Australian 

troops were engaged on the other side of town to cut off the northern escape route up the road 

to Hebron.  Encircling the enemy and cutting off a way of escape is an important strategy in 

warfare.  With no way out, the only options are to fight to the end or to surrender.  This 

strategy was used to capture Jerusalem. At the end of the Middle Eastern campaign, the small 

railway junction of Muslimile, north of Aleppo, had to be captured before the armistice, as 

this meant that no more supplies or reinforcements could come in.   

In dealing with spiritual strongholds we need to make certain that we do not just rout Satan, 

but ensure that the house is not left empty for him to return with seven more cohorts.  As 

Jesus said, this state will be worse than the original one.  The church has failed to understand 

this principle as it has been focused on just a gospel of salvation and not a gospel of the 

Kingdom.  There were thousands of conversions from the Billy Graham evangelistic 

campaigns in the 1959 and 1968-69, but the strategy was to get people to heaven rather than 

build God’s Kingdom on earth.  Many missionaries were sent to the nations but Satan crept in 

because the domains of society were not occupied by Christians to lead the country.  This 

resulted in much wickedness creeping in over the following decades which is now attempting 

to oust Christianity from our schools, universities, law courts, and governments.   

We are meant to be the head and not the tail, ruling with Christ and to disciple our nation into 

righteousness (Dt 28:13).  Instead, the enemy is proudly strutting around in green, red or 

rainbow colours dictating curriculum in our schools, re-writing law in the courts and 

threatening to destroy the foundation of marriage and family in the country.  Meanwhile the 

church has been asleep and divided rather than holding up the banner of Jesus and pushing 

back the enemy.  Only a spiritual reformation can save us from a dictatorship and 

persecution.  We have the spiritual authority, but we often do not know how to use it. 

Reflection: Meditate on Luke 10:19 and Matt 28:18 

Prayer: Dear Abba, You have given us authority over the enemy yet we lack the knowledge, 

the faith and the courage to step out and use this authority to advance Your Kingdom.  Please 

teach us step by step how to use this to heal and deliver people and to bring Your Kingdom 

rule into the situations in our lives and the lives of those around us. We repent of fear of man 

and ask that we would fear God more than the reactions of those around us. 

Action: Ask God to show you how He would have you to put this into action today. 

 

 

 

 



Day 21: Charging to Victory - Beersheba 

“The breaker goes up before them; they break out, pass through the gate and go out by it. So 

their king goes on before them, and the Lord at their head.” Micah 2:13 

On October 31, 1917, after a solid day of fighting by the Allied forces, the battle was not yet 

won and sunset was approaching.  The only water around was in the wells of Beersheba so 

their capture was critical for the thirsty horses and riders.  Lt Gen Chauvel gave the 4
th

 and 

12
th

 Light Horse regiments the order to charge.  800 horsemen lined up for a do-or-die ride 

for six kilometres across rocky, open desert in the full face of Turkish artillery and German 

bombers. With reckless abandon, they attempted the impossible and galloped furiously under 

and past the exploding gunfire, some jumping the trenches with their eyes fixed on their goal 

– the water wells.  Miraculously, they only lost 31 men, with 36 injured and 70 horses.  This 

stunning victory is remembered as ‘the last great cavalry charge in history’.  They won not by 

numbers or expertise, but by their gallantry and sheer audacity.  Their courage in the face of 

fire broke not only the physical barrier but also the spirit of their opponents and created the 

ANZAC legend.  

The breaker in Micah is the lead sheep that goes through the gate of the sheepfold first, 

leading the others out of confinement to freedom.  The Lord is likened to the king leading his 

people to justice.  God anointed the physical ANZACs with a ‘breakthrough’ anointing.  

We need spiritual Anzacs to rise up with this leadership quality of courage.  The world is 

increasingly trying to silence the church to submit to its ungodly agenda.  Those who preach 

the true gospel of repentance from sin and call for holiness are mocked, vilified and pursued 

through the courts, like Catholic Archbishop of Hobart, Julian Porteous, who outlined God’s 

plan for heterosexual marriage.  Do we have the courage to speak out for righteousness when 

it is considered ‘politically incorrect’?  Are we willing to cop the enemy’s fire to take a stand 

for justice?  Jesus never flinched when He stood before His accusers and He calls His 

followers to confess their faith before men. 

 “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him 

also before the angels of God;
 
but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the 

angels of God. Luke 12:8-9 

Reflection: Do I agree with God’s opinion of sin? Am I prepared to publically make my voice 

heard? 

Prayer:  Heavenly Father, I pray that You will give me the moral courage to be a light in the 

darkness and salt to those around me.  May I speak and act for those who cannot speak – the 

unborn, the downtrodden and the persecuted.  May I have the courage to name as sin what 

you call sin and offer a way out through the redeeming blood of Jesus. May I be willing to be 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake. 

Action: Next time you are in a group where unrighteousness is being promoted, take courage 

and offer a positive, righteous alternative in a loving and wise way.  Read Matt 5:1-16. 

 

 



Day 22: Courage 

45 
Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, 

but I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have taunted”. I Sam 17:45 

The surprise factor that led to the victory at Beersheba was not just speed and failure to 

dismount (which was their usual practice) but chiefly that the Turks and Germans never 

imagined that the Aussies would be “mad enough” (to quote a captured German officer) to 

attempt such an audacious charge against a formidable force that was entrenched and well-

armed with supporting artillery, machine guns and bomber aircraft overhead.   

David also was taunted by a formidable foe but he did not retreat.  In fact he “ran quickly 

towards the battle line to meet the Philistine”, Goliath (I Sam 17:48).  He was not intimidated 

by the mocking of the strong man, because he had confidence in his God. 

Mocking, taunting, and intimidation are strategies of Satan, not God.  Dominating leadership 

was what the Gentile nations’ rulers did, but Jesus taught servant leadership (Lk 22:24-26).  

The world is being taunted by several Goliaths now – Islamic Jihadists and the Gay lobbyists 

are the most obvious.  They both want to bring fear into those who will not bow to their 

agenda and wish to take away the freedom (or life) of anyone whom they cannot dominate. 

Fear of man (bowing to political correctness) above fear of God is cowardice and sin. We are 

to walk in the light and let our light shine before men so that they may see our good works 

and glorify our Father who is in Heaven (Matt 5:16).  So often when confronted for speaking 

out, our Christian leaders apologise and back off instead of standing firm and raising the 

banner of truth.  It takes moral courage to stand for righteousness against the pervading 

opinion of wickedness but that is what we are called to do.   David had a relationship with 

God that never doubted the power of God to overcome the taunts of the enemy, even when all 

the armies of Israel were quaking in their boots.  This is the relationship that we need to 

develop and from that stems the courage that wins battles and sends the enemy to flight.   

Reflection: Where do I lack the moral courage and faith to stand for righteousness? 

Prayer:  Father, I repent that I often hold my tongue when You would have me speak, speak 

in anger not in love, retreat in fear when I should trust and not be intimidated, or hide when I 

should confront.  Give me wisdom to know when to speak and act, and how to do that with 

the right spirit. 

Action:  If God has brought something to mind, set it in order today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 23: Going together – keeping the line 

I stationed men in the lowest parts of the space behind the wall, the
 
exposed places, and I 

stationed the people in families with their swords, spears and bows. 
14 

When I saw their fear, 

I rose and spoke to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people: “Do not be afraid of 

them; remember the Lord who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons, 

your daughters, your wives and your houses.” Nehemiah 4:13-14 

The ANZAC soldiers went into battle shoulder to shoulder, in line, together.  The church is 

losing the battle for our nation because we are so divided.  A house divided against itself will 

not stand (Matt 12:25). The ecclesia must rise up with one voice.  Perhaps God is allowing 

the huge battles we are facing in order to bring us together, which we are beginning to see 

happening – at least in some circles.   

Nehemiah was faced with ridicule and plots to stop the work he was called to do.  His 

response was to station his troops family by family in the weak places and for them to work 

together day and night, with their tools in one hand and their weapons in the other until the 

job was finished and the city was safe again.   

We need to be rebuilding the walls that are torn down around our cities also.  The walls are 

the Christian values that have given us freedom and built us a strong, healthy nation.  These 

are being systematically eroded, to our detriment, by the pride of evil forces working through 

insolent men and women who defy God and His Word.   

The walls are rebuilt by repentance and prayer, backed up by living in obedience to God’s 

instructions.  We must restore prayer to the foundation of our ministry and disciple our nation 

in God’s truth.  The collective Christian mindset that was ingrained in the WW1 soldiers, 

whether they personally followed Jesus or not, led them to display the ANZAC values of 

Mateship, Sacrifice, Courage and Endurance.  Today, the prevailing mindset is to enthrone 

self and put ‘me’ first.  This is the result of secular humanism taking over our schools and 

universities while the Bible and teachings of Jesus have been pushed out. If we do not draw 

the line, radical Marxism or Islam will soon bring the nation into bondage, as this is being 

taught in many circles in schools and universities already.  

Each of us must take our place on the wall and be defending and building God’s Kingdom on 

earth.  We must fight for the next generation now as Nehemiah did.  There are many holes in 

the walls and these must be shored up.   

Reflection: Am I taking on my responsibility or am I standing back and letting others take the 

brunt? 

Prayer: Lord, I repent of being apathetic and complacent instead of a willing warrior in your 

army.  Show me my place and how you would have me serve you in rebuilding the walls. 

Action: Study Nehemiah and how he went about his task.  The altar and the walls must both 

be rebuilt before the temple can be restored. 

 

 

 

 



Day 24: Dealing with Pain and Grief – many lost their mates 

3 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of 

all comfort, 
4 
who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those 

who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. II 

Cor 1: 2-4 

In warfare, close relationships are formed.  It is therefore even more tragic that so many 

mates were separated by death or injury.  There was little time to grieve the loss of loved 

ones and most soldiers also had to deal with physical injuries (often lifelong) as well as 

mental and emotional damage – not the least, not being able to bring their beloved horses 

back with them. They had to turn off their emotions just to cope and most did not want to talk 

about it even when they returned home.  We must never glamourise war.  It is always tragic 

but we must honour those who sacrificed their lives and remember that they did so in order to 

bring us, or others, freedom.  Edmund Bourke is reputed to have said, “All that is necessary 

for evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing”.  If no one is willing to fight, the freedoms 

we enjoy will disappear as Satan is always ready to bring us into his dominion and he has 

minions working for him.  

What keeps us going in times of grief is seeing the bigger picture.  Jesus did not focus on the 

cross but the resurrection, the victory for humanity and glorifying the Father. The victory in 

the Palestinian campaign was most beneficial for the Jewish people although other nations 

were also beneficiaries.  There is one people group in Scripture that we are commanded to 

comfort and that is God’s people, Israel.   

“Comfort, O comfort My people,” says your God. 
2 

“Speak kindly to Jerusalem; and call out 

to her, that her warfare has ended, that her iniquity has been removed, that she has received 

of the LORD’S hand double for all her sins.” Isaiah 40:1-2 

The victory greatly contributed to the re-gathering of the Jewish people from the ends of the 

earth.  The Allied soldiers were warmly welcomed by the Jewish people as liberators. Life 

had been tough under the Ottoman Islamic regime, which always treated non-muslims as 

‘dhimmis’ or second-rate citizens who had to submit or be killed.  With the British success, 

there was at least a chance of self-rule instead of domination.   

Paul says that God comforts us so that we can then comfort others.  Our nation suffered great 

grief in war and now He wants us to comfort His people who need to know God loves them 

and need the message that their sin has been removed (through Yeshua’s blood) and 

appropriate that truth in their lives.  

Reflection: Is there unhealed grief in my life today? 

Prayer: Abba Father, You know all about grief as You gave Your only Son so we could have 

life.  Comfort me with Your comfort by Your Holy Spirit and help me to share Your comfort 

with others in need. 

Action: Find someone in need of comfort and give them a word of encouragement.   

 

 

 



Day 25: Respect for leaders – keeping right attitudes 

Let all the earth fear the Lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. Ps 

33:8 

An army is prepared for a time of battle, though the army is not always engaged in battle.  

The Australian laid-back attitude was not the way of the British and they were not brought up 

to think in a hierarchical structure.  Australia was a land of opportunity where you had to 

make your own way, work hard as pioneers and with a bit of good fortune you could make a 

reasonable living. The British officers were from the aristocracy and did not necessarily have 

any pre-war military training.  In that system, a digger could never progress up the ranks 

because of his efforts or achievements.  For this reason, the Australians did not have much 

respect for the British officers.  However, when it came to warfare, they pulled together and 

excelled at their task, winning the respect of the commanders.   

The Australian way is not one of formality, pomp and ceremony.  However, we want a ‘fair 

go’ for all.  This is good, but sometimes this mindset can cause us to forget that we serve a 

holy God and that there is a protocol that He has set out for us to enter His presence.  We get 

an inkling of what that was like in the ancient world from the book of Esther.  She could not 

just idle into the king’s chambers whenever or however she liked, even as the queen.  

Thankfully, at Jesus’ death, the curtain into God’s presence was torn (Matt 27:50-51) and we 

can now enter (Heb 10:19-20).  But we need to remember that it is only by His blood that we 

can do so and not on our own merits.   

The fear of God is an attitude that is much talked about in the books of Psalms and Proverbs.  

It brings much blessing.  Our God is an awesome God who reigns from Heaven above.  Sin 

and pride cannot enter His holy presence.  We are called to be holy as He is holy (Lev 20:7).  

We must work out our salvation with fear and trembling (Phil 2:12).  We cannot love God if 

we do not love our fellow man (I Jn 4:20).  This is a challenge to us all.  If we are to be 

effective warriors in God’s army we need to have the right attitude and respect for our 

Commander-in-Chief and all those whom He has set in authority over us (Rom 13:1-7, I Peter 

2:13-25, 1 Tim 2:1-2).  

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; Fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Prov 1:7 

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of 

flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. II Cor 7:1 

Reflection: Do I have respect for and pray for my leaders as God would have me? 

Prayer:  Father, I repent of my rebellion and grumbling against You, parents, teachers, 

pastors, employers and community leaders. Help me develop a healthy and godly fear of what 

an awesome God You are.  May my attitude towards You and those in authority over me be 

loving, prayerful and respectful as you desire of me.   

Action:  Look up the verses that talk about the ‘fear of God’.  

 

 

 



Day 26: Looking after the horses   

The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but victory belongs to the Lord. Prov 21:31 

Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will boast in the name of the Lord, our 

God. Ps 20:7 

Wild horses are wonderful beasts, but in order to be useful they needed to be ‘broken in’. 

This requires love, discipline, and ongoing care.   It took a lot of work for the Light 

Horsemen to care for their horses, but this built relationship.  They had to be trained, and kept 

in top physical and mental fitness.  They were groomed and checked for injuries or 

infections.  They had to be fed and watered, and their shoes kept in order.  Horse and rider 

were a team and relied on one another in many a life-and-death situation.   

Training for warfare needs to be done as much as possible BEFORE the battle and not when 

the battle is already upon us.  This applies in the spiritual as much as in the physical.  Are we 

prepared for war or just believing that Jesus will come and sweep us away to Heaven before 

things get really tough?  The nations are in turmoil and the threat of war in the physical is 

very real.  However, the undermining of the structures of society has been going on for 

decades.  Do we see this as war?  Are we training our hands for war and gathering as an army 

to fight?  If we are not building the Kingdom, we are losing ground to the enemy.   Is our 

generation more godly or Christian than the last, or less righteous in the eyes of God?  Are 

our churches growing or shrinking?  The statistics say that in the West, the latter is 

happening. 

If we are going to war, we need to muster the horses, refine our skills, sharpen our swords 

and raise the resources.  What are our horses that will carry us into battle?  Firstly, it is our 

prayer support.  Raise up a prayer team to support you and teach them the importance of 

undergirding the battle.  Give them prayer points to pray and keep in touch.  Read books and 

articles on spiritual warfare.  Do not focus on the enemy, but focus on God.  However, we 

need to be aware of the enemy’s strategies.  These include: bringing disunity, 

discouragement, intimidation, mockery, lies, temptation and self-pity. We must resist the 

enemy, stand on truth, know our God and be willing to walk in faith, unity, obedience and 

praise.  

No matter how good our horses are, we need to remember that the battle belongs to the Lord.  

Our trust must be in Him and not in the strength of our resources or our own strength.  It is 

His strength that wins the day, not ours and the glory must belong to Him and not us.   

Reflection: Who are our ‘horses’ that carry us into battle?  Are we looking after them? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, prepare me for the day of battle.  May I not shirk being prepared to suffer 

for You.  May I not fear what man can do to me but only fear You (Ps 118:6). 

Action: Ask the Lord who are to be in your section and build relationship with those fighting 

on the wall next to you. 

 

 

 

 



Day 27: Liberating the ancient cities  

Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, they will raise up the former devastations; and they 

will repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many generations. Is 61:4 

As part of the Allied forces, the ANZACs helped liberate Beersheba, Jaffa, Jerusalem, 

Jericho, Bethlehem, Nazareth and many other biblical cities.  They were welcomed by Jews, 

Christians and Arabs alike who had been under Ottoman domination for 400 years.  Through 

the almost 1300 years of Islamic domination, Jerusalem had never been made a capital and 

the land had never been developed.  Mark Twain attested to this in the mid 19
th

 century 

during his visit and called it a ‘God-forsaken land’.  Since the Jews began to return in the 

1880s, they have tilled the land and it has become productive again – so productive that 

Israel’s economy is now in the top 25 nations.  The ancient ruins have been rebuilt, the cities 

repaired, and the devastation transformed.  It was greatly accelerated with the achievements 

of the WW1 soldiers who removed the Turks and paved the way for waves of Jewish 

migration back the land of their forefathers.  Many of the cities they captured are now 

thriving cities.  The Land of the Bible is being restored as predicted by the prophets.  The 

end-time prophecies are unfolding before our eyes.  What does this mean?  

We live in the days the ancient prophets longed to see.  God is on the move.  He is gathering 

His people and restoring the land.  Why? Because He is a God of covenant and He is 

vindicating the holiness of His great name.  No other people group has ever survived 2,000 

years of exile and then returned to their land and become a nation again.  He is not doing this 

because they deserve it.  Quite the opposite, Ezekiel 36 is quite clear that His people have 

profaned His name amongst the nations.  This chapter uses ‘I will’ 15 times in 16 verses. He 

will gather and return the people and they will restore it in the sight of the nations.  God is 

acting because He desires to use the return of the Jewish people to prove His name amongst 

the nations so Israel and the nations will know that He is God.  Satan, of course, does not 

want this, and will continue to try to annihilate the Jews and turn the world against God’s 

plans.   

Reflection: Has God finished with the Jews and replaced it with the church?  Read Romans 

Romans 9-11 

Prayer: Lord God, You have a huge global plan that is too big for us to comprehend.  Even 

world wars do not thwart this but You work Your purposes through them.  Help me to 

interpret history through the paradigm of Your Word and not through the limited 

understanding of men’s minds.  Give me true knowledge of what is happening today and how 

it fits into your prophetic plan. 

Action:  Study Ezekiel 35-37 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 28:  Jerusalem  

5 
If I forget you, Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill. 

6 
May my tongue cling to the 

roof of my mouth if I do not remember you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. Ps 

137:5-6 

After the battle of Beersheba, the Allied troops were able to take Gaza on the third attempt 

and then move up the coastal plains to Jaffa and across up the main road to Jerusalem.  Some 

also took the Hebron road to Bethlehem and up to Jerusalem along this central road.  It was 

battle all the way and they came to a stalemate on the cusp of Jerusalem as many armies had 

done before them.  The seasons had now changed and wind and rain turned the terrain to mud 

with freezing nights in tents in summer uniforms.  General Allenby decided they should 

surround Jerusalem and force a retreat.  This worked and eventually Jerusalem was 

surrendered.  The British aircraft dropped leaflets which fulfilled Isaiah 31:4-5.  Britain was 

known as a lion and her colonies as young lions and the ‘birds’ (aircraft) protected Jerusalem.  

The troops were seen as liberators by the Jews as they were celebrating Hannukka which 

remembers the victory of the Hebrew Maccabees over the Greeks in the 2
nd

 century BC.  

This broke 400 years of Ottoman rulership over the holy city and almost 1300 years of 

various Muslim groups governing the forsaken city.  The British War cabinet had decided on 

October 31 that the Jews could return to fill the void so this was a major change of 

government paving the way for a future Israeli nation.   

Jerusalem has a mighty prophetic destiny.  It is called the mountain of the Lord (Is 2:2-3), a 

house of prayer for all people (Is 56:7), the city of God and the throne of the Lord (Jer 3:17).   

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, His holy mountain. 
2 

Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion in the far north, the city of 

the great King... In the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God; God will establish her 

forever.  Ps 48:1-2, 8 

At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the Lord,’ and all the nations will be 

gathered to it.  Jer 3:17 

Jerusalem is mentioned over 800 times directly in Scripture and many more times as other 

terms like Zion or the Holy Mountain. It is not mentioned once in the Qu’ran.  It is the city to 

which Jesus will return and from where He will reign as King of kings and Lord of lords 

when he returns in glory to rule over the nations of the world (Zech 14).  The whole world 

must hear the message of the kingdom before He comes again (Matt 24:14), but also 

Jerusalem must be ready to receive Him (Matt 23:39).  There is a great spiritual outpouring 

on the nation of Israel that is yet to occur (Rom 11:26).  God is not bringing His people back 

to be a secular nation.  He will make them His own possession (Ezek 36:28). 

Reflection: How does God want me to be involved in His plans for Israel? 

Prayer: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.  Lord, give me Your heart for Your people. 

Action: Find the names of some of the congregations in Israel and begin to pray for them. 

 

 



Day 29: Success – Celebrate our victories! 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, 

your king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zech 9:9 

Allenby did not enter Jerusalem for the official handover on a white horse as the German 

Kaiser had done in 1798.  He dismounted and entered on foot.  It is a sad fact of leftist 

ideology that we can only remember our war losses and not our war victories.  While we do 

need to avoid war and its ugly consequences where at all possible, this mentality is breeding a 

generation that is unwilling to fight and unprepared for war.  This is in the spiritual as well as 

the physical realm.  Thus, the unprepared are easy targets for the enemy, being readily 

deceived in a void of moral clarity where there is little discernment of evil.  

The Ottomans were no nice rulers.  They subjugated their subjects, whether Jews, Christians 

or Arabs and all were pleased to see them overthrown.  They had massacred 1.5 million 

Armenian Christians in 1915 in a genocide that began the day before the ANZACs arrived on 

Gallipoli and was taking place on the other side of Turkey while our troops were in engaged 

on the eastern shores of the land.  This was not a useless war.  God had plans bigger than the 

British, and it involved bringing down an Empire so He could implement the return of His 

people back to their ancient homeland.   

We should be celebrating that we live in the days where God’s prophetic Scriptures are being 

brought to pass – note with pride but with humility. Unfortunately, many Christians do not 

spend much time reading the prophets and are unaware of God’s end-time plans.  Yet Luke 

told us that Jesus would remain in Heaven until the prophecies were fulfilled.  

18 
But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His 

Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
19 

Therefore repent and return, so that your sins 

may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the 

Lord; 
20 

and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, 
21 

whom heaven must 

receive until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of 

His holy prophets from ancient time. Acts 3:18-21 

So what are these things?  The return of the Jews to their land and the rebuilding of the land 

are the first part of this restoration.   

Reflection: The apostles’ and Jesus’ Bible was the Old Testament not the new.   

Prayer:  Lord God, lead me in Your Word to understand what You are doing in our day. May 

we be like the sons of Issachar who understood the times, and had knowledge of what Israel 

should do (I Chron 12:32). 

Action:  Study the prophetic books and see what they say about the return in the end days and 

the coming of Messiah to rule as King.  

 

 

 

 



Day 30: Being let down – Amman 

21 
Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?” 
22 

Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, 

but up to seventy times seven. Matt 18:21-22 

Following the victory of taking Jerusalem before Christmas as British PM Lloyd George had 

requested, the next task was to head down to Jericho and over the Jordan River to deal with 

the armies in the Transjordan.  The Australians took Jericho and instead of the thriving city 

mentioned in the Bible, found a squalid, dirty dump of a place, much to their disappointment. 

Two efforts to cross the Jordan and take Amman in early 1918 failed, not because of 

command error, but due to the difficult terrain, bad rainy weather, Turkish reinforcements 

and most of all, being let down by the Arab backup that Lawrence (of Arabia and Faisal) 

promised, that twice failed to show up.   

It is not unusual after big successes, that we fall on our faces shortly afterwards.  Elijah had a 

sweeping victory over Jezebel and the prophets of Baal, but shortly afterwards was running 

for his life and reveling in self-pity (I Kgs 18 & 19).   We need to beware of backlash and 

make sure that before and after finishing an assignment we cover ourselves with the blood of 

Jesus and seal all we have done with the seal of the Holy Spirit, so the enemy cannot come in 

and steal the ground we have gained. 

In Jordan, the troops must have been very disappointed and annoyed when they were let 

down.  People are sure to let us down from time to time.  How do we react when that 

happens?  Do we rant and rave and give them a tongue lashing? Or do we take that to the 

Lord, forgive, and ask God how we can go forward?  In warfare and in life, we cannot undo 

certain things, so there is no use dwelling in the place of hurt.  We have to pick up the 

crumbs, learn from the failures and form another strategy.  Sometimes, we do not understand 

at the time and sometimes we will never comprehend why things happen as they do.  The 

commanders had to continue to work with Lawrence and the Arab armies and eventually they 

did come good and play their part in the final sweep.  We may also have to continue to work 

with those who have hurt or disappointed us.  If we hold on to resentment, we will be the 

ones to suffer. In the Lord’s prayer, we are taught to forgive others so that we can also be 

forgiven by our Father in Heaven.  

Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into 

temptation. Lk 11:4 

Reflection: Am I holding on to resentment and bitterness? 

Prayer:  Abba Father, I offer to You all my hurts, resentment, bitterness and envy, and ask 

that You will forgive me and heal me and set me free to love You and others with Your 

unconditional love.  Pray the Lord’s prayer. 

Action:  Do you need to get right with someone today? 

 

 

 

 



Day 31: Endurance – the Jordan valley   

For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may 

receive what was promised. Hebrews 10:36 

The Jordan Valley was considered by the locals to be uninhabitable in summer.  However, for 

strategic reasons, the commanders decided that they needed to keep a presence there over the 

summer months.  The Australians were the ones chosen to keep watch and protect the eastern 

border.  Some considered the unrelenting heat to be the worst torture of the whole campaign.  

Many succumbed to the stifling heat, the malarial mosquitoes or the stinging scorpions that 

inhabited the valley.  The strategy worked as the Turks did expect the next move to be on the 

east, when in fact it came on the west.   

Most of us today are not elite athletes or mountain climbers for whom endurance is essential.  

We are conditioned to think we have a right to get what we want immediately and do not 

know much about the discipline of endurance.  We are more likely to bind the enemy and go 

into spiritual warfare than see our trials as tests of faith aimed at honing our character and 

strengthening our spiritual muscles to produce the fruit of endurance.   

2 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 

3 
knowing that the 

testing of your faith produces endurance. 
4 

And let endurance have its perfect result, so that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. James 1:2-4 

Jesus knew endurance and did not shy away from an excruciating death in order to conquer it 

and gain the victory.  

Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 

despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Heb 12:2 

He calls us to be overcomers with Him.  We will have tribulation in this world, but Jesus has 

been there before us (Jn 16:33).  We overcome through faith (I Jn 5:4-5) and by conquering 

evil with good (Rom 12:21).  

He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame 

and sat down with My Father on His throne. Rev 3:21 

Reflection: Can we endure hardship without complaint and call on the strength of the Lord to 

see us through?  

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help me to completely surrender to You, even when it means 

enduring the trials and pain that will build strength in my body and spirit.  I praise You for 

being a good Father who will not test me beyond my capacity to endure and trust that You 

will be there with me in every trial (I Cor 10:13). 

Action: Review situations in your life that have been difficult but where you have afterwards 

seen that God has used them to strengthen you and prepare you for future situations. 

 

 

 

 



Day 32: Sacrifice  

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed 

we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. Rom 8:17 

The ANZAC soldiers were prepared to give their all in order to join the arm, including their 

lives if necessary.  It was a tremendous sacrifice and thousands did pay with their blood.  

Many more survived but bore the cost in their minds and bodies for the rest of their lives. 

Their families also had to share in the grief and pain involved.  It was not just a decision that 

involved the individual. 

Our Heavenly Father gave His only Son who willingly came to earth to suffer and die so 

undeserving humanity could be reconciled to God. He knows all about sacrifice, grief, pain 

and suffering.  He did it for us because He loved us.   

What is our response to that love?  Are we prepared to give our best as well as our worst to 

the Lord?  Often we are happy to give God the things we do not like in ourselves, but laying 

down the things that we do like and are good at is quite another level of commitment.  Am I 

willing to die to self that I might live to Christ? 

20 
I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and 

the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

Himself up for me. Gal 2:20 

Many of the New Testament letters are written to encourage the Christians who were being 

persecuted for their faith.  Jesus warned that this would happen and that they should expect 

and be prepared for this (Jn 16:33).  He did not promise to deliver us from trouble but He did 

promise never to leave us nor forsake us (Heb 13:5).  We need to prepare for battle not just 

expect that He will come and zap us away.  His bride will be a pure bride.  Refining and 

purifying require heat.  Revelation says we will be spared the wrath of God but not 

necessarily the wrath of the anti-Christ.    

If we share in His sufferings, we will share in His glory.   

12 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your 

testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; 
13 

but to the degree that you 

share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory 

you may rejoice with exultation. I Peter 4:11-13 

Reflection: Am I equipped for battle or just hoping it will not come?  Do I see the battle just 

on an individual level, or also on a societal and global level? 

Prayer:  Father, I ask you to strengthen me to be able to stand in the day of battle and not be 

tossed around by the wind (Eph 4:14, James 1:6).  Bring me to maturity.  I pray today not 

only for myself but also for others in Your army.  May we all stand strongly together. 

Action: Make sure to put on your spiritual armour today (Eph 6:10-18). 

 

 

 



Day 33: Breaking through 

So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with fasting, 

sackcloth and ashes. Daniel 9:3 

Breaking the Turkish line that had been formed across the land from north of Tel Aviv to 

Amman was a coordinated effort that employed forces from many nations and overthrew 

three Turkish armies.   It involved aircraft, infantry forces on the ground and Light Horse.   

This was a major military victory that was well-planned and well-executed.  It began on 

September 19, 1918 at 4.30am and went on relentlessly till October 30.    

The Christian church in Australia will only break through and turn back the flood of evil in 

our nation when we work in unity with a common purpose.  Division is the enemy’s greatest 

weapon against us.  In the biblical battles for the nation, it was not only intense prayer that 

was involved but also fasting.  We see this in Daniel’s prayer and in Esther’s request.  God 

acts supernaturally when we show Him we are really serious.  Angelic warrior hosts are ready 

to take their orders and go forth at the King’s command.   

Australia is at a crossroads to choose whom we will serve – God or Satan, and this is a global 

battle for the heart of the Western nations.  The family unit as the basis of society as God 

designed it be is under severe threat.  God loves the sinner but not the sin.  The push to 

legalise sodomy and enshrine this as marriage, thus sanctifying children to be brought up 

without a mother or father in a covenantal relationship has ramifications far bigger than most 

people realize.  It will affect what is taught in school, how law courts decide cases, and how 

government is carried out.  If this is passed, we will see parental rights destroyed and people 

sent to jail for preaching the gospel.  It may not happen in a year, but it will happen very 

quickly.  The spirit behind this agenda is a world dominion that will not stop until it has 

crushed every dissenting voice.  We already see most of these things happening and it will 

only get seriously worse if they are granted the legal right to Same Sex Marriage which is all 

about the legal right to persecute those who disagree with their view. 

We are in a crisis and the army must rally to the call.  Intercessors round the country are 

beginning to come together and pray in unity.  This needs to intensify.  Churches must also 

come into unity.  Denominational walls have to come down.  Heartfelt prayer, deep 

repentance and fasting are all needed and must become part of our Christian walk.  We must 

link arms and push back the darkness before it overtakes us and destroys our freedoms. 

Reflection: Has my mind been transformed to agree with God’s perspective on current 

trends?  Romans 12:1-2  

Prayer: Pray Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9.  

Action: Know what God’s Word says about marriage and homosexuality – Gen 1:27-28, Matt 

19:4-6, Heb 13:4, Eph 5, Genesis 19, Leviticus 18,  Romans 1:18-32, Rev 21:8, I Tim 1:10, I 

Cor 5:9-11, 6:9,18.  We must agree with God’s assessment of sexuality, marriage and sexual 

perversion and immorality.  

 

 

 



Day 34: Caring for the sick and wounded 

He who oppresses the poor taunts his Maker, but he who is gracious to the needy honors 

Him. Prov 14:31 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to captives, recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those 

who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the LORD. Luke 4:18-19 

In the final six weeks of the war in the Middle East, so many soldiers were falling ill with 

sickness that swept through their ranks that some regiments had to withdraw completely.  

Couple that with fatigue and it was a difficult time.   

Caring for the poor, the widow, the oppressed, the stranger and those in prison is an essential 

part of the Judeo-Christian ethic.  Jesus’ ministry was defined by His compassion.  He cared 

for those the Pharisees and the ruling authorities did not care about.  It should be the same 

with us.  Even in war, we must have compassion.  The ANZACs did not plunder their 

enemies as the Bedouin were notorious for doing.  They did not torture their captives.  They 

respected the dead and gave them a decent burial where possible.  They were noted for 

leaving the wounded enemy water to drink, sharing their food and water, and giving aid to the 

captured as well as their own.   

Those on the frontline need our support.  We need to pray for and care for them and their 

families.  Those in the battle need to know there are hospitals, doctors and nurses who will 

give them love and help them heal.  Do we care for our sick and wounded?  Let us never get 

so battle-hardened that we lose compassion for the needy.  

In warfare, we have to expect casualties.  We also have to prepare reinforcements who will 

rise up as necessary to keep the ranks complete.  This means recruiting and training on an 

ongoing basis.   

Reflection: Have I embraced Jesus’ ministry of caring for the oppressed?  The gospel is not 

primarily an intellectual message but rather a heart message of freedom. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, let me always be compassionate to others and not become thick-skinned 

and rough, even in the toughest of times.  May my hurts not be transferred to others but taken 

to Your throne room.   

Action:  Find someone who needs your care today and show the love of Christ to them. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 35: Completing the Task 

Run in such a way that you may win.
 
Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-

control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable. I 

Cor 9:24-25 

For the last six weeks of the war in the Middle East (Sept 19-Oct 30, 1918), the Allied troops 

were almost constantly on the move.  They pursued three Turkish armies, pushing them right 

back from the line just north of Tel Aviv, through the Galilee, Trans-Jordan, Damascus, 

Lebanon and Syria.  They did not give up until they had captured the railway intersection 

north of Aleppo, which effectively cut off the supply route from Mesopotamia and Turkey.  

Thus the Turks were forced back into the heartland of Turkey. The ANZACs covered about 

560 km on horseback in just 60 days, whilst battling diseases that were ravaging the troops to 

the extent that some complete regiments had to withdraw.  The combination of illness and 

exhaustion almost defeated them, but they were determined to finish the race and claim the 

victory prize. 

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 

every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, 
2 

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who 

for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the 

right hand of the throne of God. Heb 12:1-2 

The only way we will accomplish our goal is to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.  When we face 

trials, we need to remember the suffering that Jesus went through for us.  We must also 

remember that Jesus disarmed the authorities and powers and triumphed over them (Col 

2:15). We have to learn to enforce the victory that he has already won. 

Reflection: It is not how we start that matters but how we finish.  Is there somewhere that I 

have dropped the baton and left the task unfinished? It is easy to give up when obstacles 

hinder our path, but we have the authority in Christ to tell the mountains that they must move 

in Jesus’ name.   

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I thank You that You won the victory on the cross for us, even before we 

knew You.  You finished the race and won the crown through humility and love.  Now You 

are interceding for us from Heaven.  Please help me to follow Your example and use the 

authority You have given me humbly to push back the forces of darkness in my family, 

community and nation.  Help us, Your church, to work together as an army to see Your 

Kingdom come to transform lives and bring fresh wells of salvation in our community. 

Action:  Ask God to show you someone who is a wounded soldier in need of encouragement 

and help.  Come alongside that person, pray for them, encourage them and assist where 

possible. 

 

 

 

 



Day 36: Victory – the armistice 

13 
Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 
14 

I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil 3:13-14 

By early October the troops had reached Damascus and by the end of October they had 

reached Aleppo and beyond.  On October 30, 1918, with nowhere to go and no supplies or 

reinforcements able to reach them, the Turks called for an armistice.  This was enacted at 

midday the following day – exactly a year after Beersheba.  The Turkish Empire had fallen 

and the Turks were pushed back to their original homeland.  The mission was accomplished 

in the Middle East for the Allied troops.  They had captured 75,000 prisoners.  A few weeks 

later the breakthrough also came on the Western Front and World War I was over.  The goal 

was achieved but at a huge cost.  In World War 1, 60,000 Australians died and another 

156,000 were wounded, gassed or taken prisoner.  In the Middle East 32,000 Light Horsemen 

served, of which 1,394 died and another 4,851 were wounded. 

Do you set goals in the physical realm and in the spiritual arena?  If we just amble through 

life from day to day, we are certain to not accomplish very much.  Our goals need to be given 

from Heaven, not dreamed up on earth.  God tends to give us assignments which are too big 

for us so that we have to rely on Him to see them fulfilled.  If we could do it on our own, we 

most likely would and there would be no need for faith and no glory given to God.  One sign 

of a God-given calling is that it is impossible in the flesh. This keeps us seeking God and 

crying out for help, which is right where Abba wants His children to be.  Our job is not only 

to do tasks for God but to walk with Him and be like Jesus in the small, daily, mundane 

routine of life.  He may call us to big things or He may not.  We must be faithful and obedient 

in both.   

Jesus gave glory to the Father by accomplishing the work He was given (Jn 17:4).  Are we 

making progress towards accomplishing what we are called to do?  Will we hear ‘Well done, 

good and faithful servant’ when we meet our Maker? 

Reflection: Do you know what God has called you to do? 

Prayer: Lord, You walked in perfect harmony with the will of the Father.  Help me to know 

the Father’s will for my life and to accomplish all that You have called me to do. 

Action: Write down your short-term and long-term goals.  Then write down what you need to 

do to achieve these and strategies to accomplish them.  Putting this on paper is actually 70% 

of the battle to achieving them.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 37: The Ramifications 

23 
In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to Assyria, and the Assyrians will come into 

Egypt and the Egyptians into Assyria, and the Egyptians will worship with the Assyrians. 
4 

In 

that day Israel will be the third party with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in the midst of the 

earth, 
25 

whom the LORD of hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, and 

Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My inheritance.” Isaiah 19:23-25 

Once the Ottoman Empire was demolished it had to be replaced with something else. The 

British knew this and did not want to leave it in the hands of a people who had been 

subjugated for centuries and were engaged in tribal wars anyway.  Even less did they want to 

give it to the French who were demanding their slice of the pie.  Their solution, after much 

lobbying from both Jewish sources and Christian pastors who knew the prophetic Scriptures, 

was to give the Jewish people a homeland and have them populate Judea and Samaria again.  

This was passed by the War Cabinet in Britain the same day as the charge at Beersheba – 

October 31, 1917.  This resolution became known as the Balfour declaration after the foreign 

minister at the time, Arthur Balfour.  It was sent in a letter from Balfour to Lord Walter 

Rothschild on November 2 and became public on November 9.   

His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home 

for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of this 

object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil 

and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and 

political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country. 

In the partition, Mesopotamia and Palestine went to the British and Syria to the French.  

These became the nations of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel.  Palestine was divided 

to give a homeland for the Jews (who got 23% - Israel) and the Arabs (who got 77% - 

Jordan).   

God has a peace plan for the Middle East.  He set it out in Isaiah chapter 19.  It involves not 

only the Jewish people but also the Egyptians and the Assyrians.  He wants to make all these 

groups into a union that works together to be a blessing.  Satan, of course, will do all he can 

to bring trouble so God’s plans will not succeed.  But God… 

Reflection: Do I get my opinions on the Middle Eastern situation from the news media or 

from the Bible? 

Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to search Your Word and understand things from Your 

perspective.  Forgive me for being content to form opinions from man’s ideas and not from 

Your Word.  Lead me and guide me to a deeper understanding of the days in which we live 

and help me to align myself with Your will. 

Action: Seek out articles to find what God is doing in the Middle East amongst Messianic 

Jewish and in Muslim communities.  He is working miracles – we just don’t hear that from 

the media. 

 

 

 



Day 38: Biblical prophecy 

10 
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without 

watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and 

bread to the eater; so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to 

Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for 

which I sent it. Is 55:10-11 

Without necessarily knowing it, the ANZAC troops were fulfilling biblical prophecy.  They 

literally opened the highway from Egypt to Assyria, as they travelled from the Nile almost to 

the Euphrates River.  

The chaplains had Bibles and taught the soldiers about the places they were liberating.  In 

fact, in the battle for the town of Michmash, the British changed their plan and, using the 

Bible as a guide, took the town the same way as Jonathan and his armour bearer had done 

thousands of years before (I Sam 14). However, it is unlikely that many of them understood 

the ramifications of what they had achieved.  David Pawson teaches that there are 735 

separate events predicted in the Bible of which 593 have already happened (81%).  The 

remaining 19% are yet to be fulfilled.  These relate to the future.   

The spiritual Anzac army needs to be ready for God to use us to be part of the fulfillment of 

the prophecies still to unfold.  These relate to the salvation of Israel, the preparation of the 

bride of Christ, taking the gospel of the Kingdom to every tribe and nation, and preparing the 

way in the spirit of Elijah for the King of Glory to return, as John the Baptist prepared for 

Jesus’ first coming. As our forefathers were anointed by God for physical breakthroughs in 

the Sinai, Palestine and Syria, so the spiritual Anzacs have an anointing to bring the spiritual 

breakthrough in the same region to Jew and Arab.  This will not be done by physical force, 

but by prayer and proclamation.  We have a Great Southlands House of Prayer on Mt Carmel 

now as a centre for prayer and worship.  God and believers in Israel are calling the spiritual 

Anzacs to come and lead the breakthrough charge.   Do you hear the call?  Will you respond?  

There are also many more prayer houses and congregations in the land of Israel that will 

welcome the warriors who are anointed to come. 

Reflection:  How would God have me to participate in these prophetic plans? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I desire to be available to you to use me as you would, to be part of 

fulfilling prophecy and the building of your Kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven.  Show me 

your plans and help me to work together as a member of your army to move and act as your 

soldier under the orders of my Commander.  

Action: Ask the Lord for a Scripture that relates to the plans He has for you, that you can take 

hold of as a personal Word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day 39: The Significance 

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 
9 

“For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and 

My thoughts than your thoughts. Is 55:8-9 

God used soldiers from the ends of the earth, the youngest nation in the world, to pave the 

way for one of the oldest people groups to move back into its destiny.  In the process, the 

map of the Middle East was re-written.  The ANZAC success put New Zealand and Australia 

on the world map and created the ANZAC legend.  This is no mean feat.  It is time we gave 

honour where honour is due and remember what these men did.  They sacrificed everything, 

fought and won.  They are mostly forgotten because we only remember those who died.  We 

must never forget those who fought in the horrible battles at Gallipoli and the Western Front, 

where the conditions were atrocious and death claimed many more thousands of lives.  But 

maybe God had another purpose we have not generally understood.  His time clock for world 

history always ticks in relation to Israel and the Jewish people, since Jesus is Jewish and He 

chose the Jewish people as His instrument to bring blessing and salvation to the whole world.  

We can look at world events from a human perspective and see them as senseless or we can 

discern them through the eyes of Scripture and find His-story in history.  Most of all, we need 

to keep our eyes focused on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.   

In the spiritual realm we need to see the task that still needs to be accomplished.  We are 

watching and waiting for His return and need to keep our supply of oil filled and our lamps 

trimmed (Matt 25:1-12).  The task is to finish the job that our forefathers began.  What a 

privilege to be in the South Lands of the Holy Spirit and have a destiny spoken over our 

nation 400 years ago.  Could it be that the ‘Southlands of the Holy Spirit’ were born ‘for such 

a time as this’ to be a sheep nation (Matt 25:40) amongst many goat nations.  

May we rise to our destiny, call on the Holy Spirit to fall on us and fill us with His power and 

love to take the gospel message back to the original people who gave it to us, and others 

along the way.  The Chinese churches have caught the vision of ‘Back to Jerusalem’ to 

complete the circle of the westward spread of the gospel around the world.  We need to catch 

the wave that is rising and not miss the time of His visitation and the opportunity the Lord is 

offering us to complete the ANZAC mandate for His people Israel and the surrounding Arab 

nations.  The highway is to be a highway of worship (Is 19:23). Only in Jesus/Yeshua can the 

one new man (Eph 2:15) between Jew and Gentile that Paul envisaged, worship the Lord and 

bring glory to the Father.  What a glorious day that will be. 

Reflection: There is so much bad press especially about the Middle East.  Let us catch a 

glimpse of what God’s Kingdom functioning on earth, could look like. 

Prayer: Father, open my spiritual eyes to see things from your perspective. 

Action: What can I do to bring this into being? 

 

 

 

 



Day 40: Destiny 

 
“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit 

on His glorious throne. 
 
All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate 

them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. Matt 25:31-32 

Kelvin Crombie unearthed a comment by Sir Winston Churchill from Churchill’s book The 

World Crisis (New York, 1949), where he says in relation to the Gallipoli campaign: 

From the uttermost ends of the earth ships and soldiers are approaching the eastern 

Mediterranean in fulfillment of a destiny as yet not understood by mortal man…the 

arrival of the Anzacs in Egypt created the nucleus of the army ready to attack the 

heart of the Turkish Empire.
 
 

What did Churchill have in mind by this destiny?  In his book ‘Gallipoli – the Road to 

Jerusalem’ Crombie attests that the engagement of the Allied forces in Gallipoli began a 

journey that ultimately led to the capture of Jerusalem and the fall of the Ottoman Empire, 

which was God’s purpose in World War 1.  The ANZACs played a crucial role in this 

‘destiny as yet understood by mortal man’.     

At our conversion we died to self and came alive in Christ (Gal 2:20).  It is no longer about 

my destiny but all about Jesus’ destiny.  We are His body to work out His purposes now and 

prepare the way for His future on earth once again.  Jesus’ future destiny is to rule the world 

as King of kings from Jerusalem (Zech 14:1-9).  This is why the work of the Allied forces 

and the ANZAC breakthrough were so significant.  It set in motion once again the clock of 

prophetic events that will culminate in this world-changing event.   

Israel is now in great danger of being divided again by the nations.  Will we stand by and 

watch what our forebears fought for being lost again? Are we prepared to go against the tide 

of public opinion and stand for God’s purposes in Israel – the salvation of ALL the people, 

Jew and Gentile (Rom 11:26)?  The greatest witness in the face of hatred and opposition is 

when Jewish and Arab believers stand redeemed and reconciled in Christ, loving one another 

and working together for the Kingdom of God.  Will we complete the ANZAC mandate and 

participate, praying for the salvation of Israel and taking the gospel to God’s people?  Pray 

for the peace of Jerusalem (for Jews and Arabs) which only Jesus can bring (Ps 122:6).   

Reflection: Search the Word of God to understand more about Jesus’ destiny.  

Prayer:  Abba Father, I desire for my heart to be beating with Your heart. Give me Your love 

for Your people.  I pray for Australia to be a ‘sheep nation’ pleasing to you and being a 

beacon of light in the darkness of international power plays.  

Action:  Thank Him for what He has accomplished in you and through you these 40 days and 

the new seeds He has sown in you.   

 


